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HEN PRESIDENT BUSH  gave the following introduction:
announced in April that he “Gen. Pete Pace’s life is the sto-

was nominating Gen. Peter  ry of the ‘American Dream,’” he
Pace to be chairman of the said. “His father was an immi-
Joint Chiefs of Staff—the first grant from Italy. Peter Pace was born in
Marine ever to hold that job—the President  Brooklyn. It tells you something about Pete



|| Pace’s devorion to his troops that un-
| der the glass on his desk at the Pentagon,

he keeps a photo

of Lance Corporal
Guido Farinaro, the first

I admicted to being a bit unclear
about the job descriprion of chair-
rman of the Joint Chiefs. Does he work
for the President or for Don Rums-
feld, Secretary of Defense? Or both?

Said Pace, “The definition s that

Do we have enough troops in Irag?
“I believe we have sufficient numbers
now,” he said. “We do need more se-
curity—not more American forces but
more responsible Iraqi army and po-
lice forces. If we knew that two or

| Marine he loscin com-  [am the principal military adviser to three years from now we would still
Persona P
—————————"""" batin Vietham.” the President, to the Secretary of need these things, then that would
Bom Nov. :""5\?' Irode the train south Defense and to the National Security ~ impact my thinking on the level of
ity two chidren. lasc morich co interview  Council. In a normal week, there are  sustainable active forces.”
9 Pace, by now unani-  twoor three NSC meetingsthacIgo  “Buc how will we know that the

Education mously dby towi S y of Defense. The  war in Irag is over and the troops can
\nchoder graduate of the  Senate to succeed Gen.  Secretary and Ialso have privace time  come home?” I asked the general.
U.S. Naval Academy, - Richard Myers as chair- with the President.” “There won't bea VE
1967; The Basic School - »

' man. Pace was occupy: Pace takes overatan “We need Day or a VJ Day,” he
Cuandieo, ¥R 1908 ing cemporary Pentagon  especially dicey time. do said, referring to the
master’s g temporary. P 'y Y 2
Dusines s E-Ring office space un-  The nationis arwarin  ITIOF@ SECUNY  World War 11 daces
f'wﬁ!"'f,'m, Marine il the actual dace when  [raq and still in AL in Iraq” says  when the Germans and
Corps. Myers would step down ghanistan; Osama bin then the Japanese sur-
S okt e (Sepr.30), When Lasked  Laden, fullofhate,sill tt'e general. e “Anendeothe
Nationel War College i about that photo of 3 roaming free; and the Not more war in Iraq does not
Washngeon, DC. 1986 |10 dead Marine, he  resuscitacion of New mean an end to the war

Siearn d hot  Orleanshasjuscbegun,  AMEHICAN 7m0 oo te 2o
- == It was in the top dd::!r “Inprepping myselfro ~ fONC@S DUt  ingon foralongrime.
indude rifle platoon of his borrowed take over, I find my ego Pete Pace is obvious-
onderin Vv, 1048 “Call me Pete,” were  gecting huge,” he told i ly a bright guy, and [
197 promoted bomefor, e abous che first  me‘Burmybrainissy-  FESPONSIDIE  edifhe cver choughe
Tripromatsdte, - lords out of Pace’s ingUh, bt Iraqi army and  sbout gecting out of the
© mouth as we began to With Hurricane Ka- police” service and taking 2 big-
1988; mlgned Aty = calk. “Yes, sir. General.  rrina eill very much in - bucks job in the private
Camp Lejeune, sir.” I replied, which g0t the news, the general re- T sector.
NC.,1991; w-nﬂﬂ'-"”: a laugh out of Pace, cently rold an audience of U.S. and “Every Christmas I've sat down
O weris Cops whose sense of bumor foreign milicary officers: “Our Fellow  with a yellow pad and lsted ‘reasons
University, 1992.94; hasbeen notedby many.  citizens are right ro expect our mili- o stay’ and ‘reasons to go," discussing
pranwiec o e Pete is a trim and  tary will act during a disaster but to the lists with Lynne. Buc | always end.
Gnars, 1994; promoted ary yn ways
eutenoat guaraland i, very erect 6-f00ter  respect their civil rights at the same ed up with the same bottom line on
sssignedas dradorfor  ho will be 60 on Nov.  cime. We muse now absorb those che ‘stay lise:You seill owe more than
Washington, D.C.,1996; S and looks maybe 15 lessons from Katrina.” you can pay.”"
commandar, US. yearsyounger. He'sbeen  During his Senate confirmation  Pace’s son Peter is a Marine cap-
CormouSouth, 1997 a happily married man  hearings in June, Pace was grilled  tain now in the Reserves and study-
2000; promoted to for 34years. (Heand wife  abour the “parallels” between Iraq  ing for an MBA at the University of
goneral 2000;sndsef@d | e met when Pace  and Vietnam. “Well,”  asked, “are  Chicago, The Paces’ daughter, Tiffany,
v was at is,and  there parallels?” is an accountant boning up for her
20001 sppcietsd theyhavecwochildren)  “I use my experiences from CPAexams. In May, after the President
borog g He stays in shape by Vietnam today,” he told me. “They  announced his nomination, Pace took
- walking and doing 30-  help focus me and help focus thepeo-  Lynne to ltaly on vacation, “My dad
t0 40-mile bike rides. “1 used to run,” he ple 'm talking to about how Iraqis  was born in Noci,” he ssid, “near Bari
said, “bu biking is better formy back.”  going to playouton the ground. Asa T met relatives I'd never seen. One of
’ rifle platoon leader, dlboth  ch duseda

were in the Marines, we know tha
ground combar doesn’t change thar
much. If we sac down wich a rifle pla-
toon leader from Fallujah, there would
be shared experiences. Bur I remember

the lessons of Vietnam.”

remember:‘All the sacrifices of your -
ther and your grandfathers are being
redeemed by you.” ®

> For more on General Pace,
and dick on *In Step With.”



