MARINE BARRACKS,
WASHINGTON, D. C.

The Showcase of the Corps for more than
150 years, the Washington Barracks stands

as the true story-book type Marine Post

NY LETTER ADDRESSED
A to Heandquartess Marine
Corps during the first guar-
ter” century of the Corps’ existence
would undoubtedly have pursled a
burnsided postmaster, and after con-
siderable deliberation it would have
been- retumed to the sender, There
- .was no headquarters garrison; the Ma-
Tines were homeless.
.j-.‘;'_:_‘r‘t i unlikely that the Morines viewsd
~this oversight with any dizdain since
- they. had been busily engaged aver the
difficult 25-yzar period of the MNation's
~carly struggle. They had started their
“battle  career at MNew Providenoe Is-

Highlight of the week—the Friday afterncon Sunset
Parade. Wisiting firemen and VIP: make a point o

POSTS OF THE GORPS

by MSgt. Edward Barnum
Leatherneck Seaff Wirites
Photos by

TSge. Roland E. Armstrong

Leatherneck Staff Photographer
and USMC Photographers

lnnd, fought with George Washington
at Trenton, fired from the yardarms of
Jobhn Paul Jones' ships, served on Old
Ironsides and the Constellation in the
undeclared war with France, nnd cros-
sed the sands with Decatlr to Tripoli

be on hand for the celorful ceremony, General L. C.
. 5’1#P|‘Ill‘d reviaws the parade whenever possible

But In 1800, the word was passed
that & 320,000 appropriation had been
approved by President John Adams for
the establishment of the first perman-
ent Marine Corps garrison. The site
was to be Washington, D, C.

The task of selecting a location for
the new Marine post was given to
Thomas JeMerson. The Corps’ second
Commandant, Licutenant Coloasl Wil-
liam Ward Burrows, aided Jefferson
in making the final recommendation.
The chosen tract of land, between the
Mowval Gun Factory and the Capitol,
cost the Government $8247. 18—an ex-

orbitant sum at the time, The remaisn-
TUBN PALE



The Moasured Post, an

honor awarded to the sharpast sentry of the

guard, i proudly stepped off by Pic James Cos, of Philadelphia, Pa.

~° MARINE BARRACKS (cont.)

der of the nppropristion was to be used
for the construction of barracks and
a hoame for the Cammandant,

The Commundant's house, the capi-
tal's oldest official building in use to.
day, was not completed until two years
after the compound was finished. Col,
Burrows supervized the work on the
bouse and Marines supplemented regu-

dn'anenrby pit,

- = lur work crews, Bricks for the struc-—
. ture were molded by hand from clay

ship was placed within the enclosure,
That tos has long since disappeared.

When the President and Command-
ant sclected the Eighth and Eye site
they had considered the guard duty
the Marines pulled at the Novel Gusa
Factory, just dewn the street They
also wanted the garrison within walk-
ing distance of the Capitsl. Today if
¥ou look down heavily congested
Eighth street, past assorted pawn shops
and gin mills, you can s the main
gate of the Naval Gua Factory. A mile
or 30 of dwellings and office buildings
block the view of the Capitol

Just 12 years after the inception of
the post, the Corps’ first home achieved
its initial mark in American history.
The War of 1612 found the Detachment
serving with the militia in the defense
of the city., The fight was a lost cause
and Geperal C. A, Rosz  occupied
Washington with his Redcoat Army.
The heavy brick buildings and the ten-
foot brick wall around the Eighth and

. Eye compound made the place s weri-

: on the treasure.

buried chest remained a mystery, Later
speculation hinted that the money was
buried under the Center House Mess
and when this building was torn dewn
during the 1900s, workmen were briefed
Mo reports of the
missing moncy were made to the fore-

o TRRE.

The “tremsure hunt bhas long since
been abandoned and today the quarters
of Major General W. F. T. Hill, Quar-
termaster General of the Marine Corps,
occupy the location of the Old Center

. House Mess,

Headquarters Muarine Corps contin-
ued to occupy the Eighth and Eye site
until 1901 when it moved into down-
town Washington. An appropriation of
5300000 was made for the renowatlon
of the originel barracks and a show
reconstruction period began. The plans
for the rebuilding of the post followed
the original layout and today the his-

L P T square: foot.  Marine Barracks 47
":‘*Ei;ui. & Eye streets, S E,, Washington,
1= DMGC mundoubtedly the smallest most

table ‘fortress.  The general chose. it
for- his hesdquarters. The British
stabled their mousnts in the Command-

« unique Marine installation in the Uni-
~ted Btates. - A fast walk around the
two and one half acre quadrangle ean

be completed in ten minutes,
The origical compound consisted of

- lm—ﬂﬁn‘ range of brick buildings

- and sheds, opposite the Commandant's

_ quarters. The Center House, Aanked on
~ both sides by low one-story buildings,

i~ occupied onc side. The Poat's barracks,

- btadquarters office buildings, a stable,

 marily sea-going. the hull of an old

ant’s basement and reserved the upper
stories for their dwa gquarters.

During the occupation the British
are believed te have unearthed the
Corps’ money coffer containing $25,000.
The funds had been appropriated by
Conpgress to sustain the Marines
through 1514.

Cme popular wersion of the BLOTY,
told whenever history of the post is
mentioned, eredits two Marines with
the burial of the money. When the
word reached Eighth and Eye that the
Eritish broke through Washington's de.

. fenme perimeter, the two scrgeants who
- bad been detailed to guard the money,

cached it and left to join the fight. Per-
baps for security reasons they neglected
to make & map. Both men were killed

the same day and the location of the -

Colonel James P, Borkeley,
Barracks Commanding OFieer

toric Eighth and Eye Barracks retala
their early design mnd sppearance.
A bird's-eye view of the post today
finds the Commandant’s guartérs in
the same location. Large three-story
bulldings, referred to a5 “General's
Row,” have replaced the low buildings
which had fanked the Center House.
As in the originul rectangle, the bar-
racks and offices cccupy the east side
of the parade ground: the band hall
and guard house line the south side.
cotately trees  border the parade
ground and hundreds of sparrows make
the compound their home. Ground rules




] -

Stately trees embellish the mall before "General's Staff. The spacious, medern brick buildings were
Row," traditional residence of the Commandani’s erected on the site of the Old Center House Mass

at Eighth and Eye sre sirict and the
turl on the parade ground is kept in
perfect order. During the winter and
spring scasons when the ground is
zoft and wet, parades and formations
are held in a local armory to prevent
hard heels from digging divetz in the
Eresn, L

Visitors to Washinglon find Eighth
and Eye exemplary of the Marine Corps
as the public imagines it. When the
entire barmacks turns ouwt for the
Friday afternoon Sunset Parade the
result s an ingpiring, colorful eere-
mony. Viiting dignitaries, both Tocal
and foreign, are fortunate when they
mre honored by a review at Eighth
and Eye

Of the thfee separaie ‘units main-
tained on the post, the United States
Marine Band is the oldest resident.
The first elements of the “President's
Owm™ moved in during the year 1801,
nnd the Band Barracks still occupies
the zame corner of the post. Today,
this. building contains the band's ad-
minlstrative offices, prectice  rooms,
music library and _instrument repair
shops. The unusual hours and duties
of the bandsmen make it advisable
for them " to live “ashore on  special
gquarters and subsistence allowances,

Here at Eighth and Eye John Philip
Sousa, for many years the leader of this
unit., composed many of his military
marches. Licutenant Colonel Willinm
F, Santelmann, the present lemder, be-
gan the study- of music at the age-of
six, under the tutorship of his father, -
then the Marine Band: leader. - The'”
younger. Santelmann - entered’ the - ar- =
ganization in 1973 and became second 20
lesder in- 1935 In 1940, Taylor Brag-+
som, to whom his father had handed the
baton,- retired; Santelmann . then! as-
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sumed leadership. R A

The' Marine Corps: Institute, Hrad-- =
quarters for' the Corps” remote’ com-- The Commandant and Mrs. Shaphard enjoy a few momente of leisure
trol courses, is the second sepurate unit in the library of their histeric 150.year-eld residence al Eighth & Eye
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quartered on the post. Until & yeor
age, the cotire school system waz los
cated there but space limitations foreed
the unit to move the school section te
the Naval Guna Factory. Unlike the
o © band, the MCI troops live at Eighth
details and Eye. The Women Marines wha
are  attached to  the Institute aze
quartered gt Henderson Hall, noross
the Potomae, in Arlington, Va., aad
commute daily by bus.

The third and undoubtedly the most
active unit on the post 35 the Barracks
Detachment. Within thelr ranks you
will find zome of the sharpest, best
dressed mnd most outstanding pamd.;é:‘_.,
ground soldiers in the Marine Corpe.
Included in the Barracks Detachment
gre the Marine Corps Color Guard, the
Marine Corps Dirurs and Bugle Corpa
gnd the Merine Corps Drill Team.
These troops are considered the Special
Duty Platoon, They are required to
perfoeen their regular duties in addi-
tion w0 their specialties, snd when =
ceremonial eccasion in Washington re-
guirés the poarticipetion of Marine
Cospe  personncl, they represent the
Cosps—at its finest.

I a ceremony roguires mofe e
than the Detachment can provide, Me-
rines from the Institute are called up-
on for assistence. Becaus: of the high.
standards set by the Detachment peo=
ple i thelr tralniag aod dress, the In-
stitute must, in addition to their regu-
lar paper work, keep up with the apit =
and polish technigues of the regular
TrOoRs. .

Standards are high for Marines re-
porting into Eighth and Ege. " The
height requirement i5 4 minimum of
Ave fect 10 inches ; importance is placed
on a gpood physical appearance: 1t must
aot be neceszary for the man to. wear
glazscs while in ranks In addition to -
the strict physicel reguirements, an
applicant for duty must alen be pey-
chologically adaptable to the riporous
rautine carried out st the Washington -
Barracks, At the present tme, men' s
assigned duty at this post are ordered..
to Headguarters Marine Corps where
they are screened by an officer prior
to final assignment. o]

A man reporting inke this outht -

g

Caremanial troeps are callad vpon regulardy to previde {unaral
for doceased Naval personael inferred at Arlinglon Mational Cemetery

Like mest oldtimars, these key personnel at Marine Barracks, Eighth
T and E:,r-o-, like fa “-"lg 8 cup o{v

cxpiTinecs & procedure unlike any.. -
Time out for a cool one after work, Sgb. baj. Mike Krett helde & bit thing in the Marine Corpe today. He
of palaver in the Wasl:iregian Earracks' beer garden and snack shop finds = storybook type Marine” pest
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where everything is dane according 'I‘-D-
“The - Book.” When the neow armivalss

reports in to the Detachment First
Sergeant, the first detall is a uniform

check, Addstional dress uniforms are :

imsued, including white duck. trousers
which are worn during the - EEmmer
monthe A correct At is ensured by the
Post® Tailor; unilorms are not “cut
down,” buat rurr\er-'.‘l}-' tallored to fit
the individua]l man. Shoes worn by the
troops, including all ofieers In the
Barracks Detachment, are given special
consideration. Double solea and heels
with metal inserts are suggested. The
“remodeling of footgear is not an order
but it ks encournged. The traditinoal
Marine gpit-shine achisves the ultimate
and sides of the beels of the shoes
worn at Eighth and Eye glisten brighter
than shoe tocs al many posts.

Afver the uniform requircments are
equared away, the man learns thet he
will be standing the ufual Fuard com-
pany routine; port and starboard
watches are the order of the day and
gvery other week end liberty prevails.
This duty is additional to his troining
with the parade ground troops.

Tradition and bistory of the post is
instilled im every new man. He hnds
that every movement on the post has
2 meaning. Some posts bave different
regulations: Post Number Eight is the
“measured post.” When the wenther
permits, the Officer of the Day ia-
siructis the guard (o mount the st

“mt the gate durlng the hours of 1200
Lto:1300:and 1630 to 1730, Since this “r

is‘ comsidered an honoraty post, the

sharpest man on watch geis the aod. =

Armed with a rifle and fized bayvonet
be steps the measured 10 paces and
comes to & halt. A fixed count iz made
and’ he comes to the osder. Another
fixed count and be does an about face,
shoulders the rifle and makes his re-
turn tip. In the age old mannes of
sentries the Marine comes to port arms
for cveary automobile and pedestrian
passing through the formidable drom
gate, He presents arms for every of-
, hoer.

In additien to funecral detmils for
Marines and Nawval personnel, the men
at Eighth and Eve alse participate in
parades, act as honor guards for visit-
ing VIPs, and appear at officlal fune-
tiome, Whea civie organizations re-
gquest the Marine Color Guard, they
wsuully receive an affirmative answer.

One of the bonors awarded the of-
ficial Color Guard is its presence ot the
monthly Maturalization Ceremony
which takes place in the District of
Colombis. The only colors present
are thote of the Corps” Color Guard.

Marinez at the Washington Bar-
racks draw the nssignment ns security
guards for the President of the United
States when he spends time at the
presidential retveat, Camp David, ap-
proximately 80 miles from the Capitol.
In view of {oontinued on pages 73)

T TER

A Music of the Guard I-ﬂl;l'ldl
the ship's bell, the traditional
Maval timepiece. The bell is

fram the USS Smedley Butler

A wvisit to 1600 Pl:-nm.'lﬂvnn;ﬂ
HAve. is a must at least once
during a tour of duty at the
"l'n"allﬁng‘i‘orl Barracks, 8th & |
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WIHE !ﬁ.ﬂlﬁ.:lﬁs
[continued from nliu 19]

this duty and other official assignments,
all men at the Barracks are subjected
to A security review by the State De-
partment and Seeret Service. At an
inopportune time & hurry-up order
came - over the wire from™ the White
“House. “The President plans to spend
the week end at Camp Dawid. He will
“ lemve late tonight. Your troops will be
there when be arrives,”

‘Week end liberty goes at 1630 Fri-
day night snd when the word arrived,
miany of the troops were already in
town. The quick-thinking OD im-
mediately closed the gate and cancelied
all- further liberty parties. All hands
available were mustered but the guard
was found lacking in oumber for the
mission to Camp David. Several sur-
prised Marines who walked into the
gate carly that might found themselves
changing clothes and standing by for
the trip to Camp David.

The office of the Commanding Of-
ficer, Marine Barracks, Eighth and Eye,
contalng many hittorical objects re-
lated to the post Behind the Com-
manding Officer’s desk, In the place of
bonor, hangs o large framed roster—
uiti:n-g every officer or enlisted man who
has commanded the post. If o muster
were held with that roster it wouold
read ke a8 Wha's-'Wheo in the Maorines.
Major John A. Lejeuns headed the
compound ‘in 1905-06: Major Lemuel
C. Shepherd. Jr., commanded the post
in 1934, The latest name on the roster
iz Colonel James P. Berkeley.

The skipper iz no stranger to the
post. He served there ms an enlisted
man and was commissloned at Eighth
and Eye in 1830. His father, Major
Greneral Berkeley, USMC, (Ret.) served
there after the Spanish American War,

Col Berkeley relates an  incident
which occurred when his father and
canother young lieutenant ‘reported in
to the post. Customarily, “thea and
now, the officers were expected to call
on the Commandant, present their eards
and make “the wizit.” Upon arrival at
the Commandant's home, Major Gen-
eral Charles Heywood nvited them In,
offered them chairs, and ssked to be
excused In s few minutes, the General
retarned carrying a growler of beer
which bhe had purchased across the
street in the local saloon. -
© Mementos line - the walls of  Cel.
Beskeley's  office.  Historical | phato-
gaphs and - fifty-year-old “newspaper
clippings recount the .past; a solid

brass chow bucket inseribed “Made in
1873, serves as @ log bolder for the
fireplace. The battle flag of the Marine

Corps, with its 33 streamers, is kept

here. The original deed for the tract
of land purchased in 1801 from Lord
Cezil Calwert, Baron of Baltimore's
estate, hanga kn the office. along with
on old-style discharge certificate.

Many invaluable trophica and histor-
leal objects were lost and destroyed
during the Reconstruction period, in-
cluding a log containing the carved-
oul mame of Aaron Burr, cut to pass
the time while bBe was confined at
Center House awaiting his trial for
reasan.

Marines stationed at Eighth and Eye
have few complaints when they =it
down to chow., The preparation of
food s rated tops by the men. Break-
fast i3 served directly from the galley
stoves and the noon and evening meals
are tabled in family style

Liberty in the Matien's Caplts]l s

Gonerations of Marines have
pnlilhad this bronze tablet on
the gate at Bth & | St S.E,
‘Waishington, 0, C. To date it
has shewn only minsr tigns of
waar from fraquent serubbing

an undebatable subject. During World
War I1 when women {ar out-numbered
the males, Masines traveled hundreds of
miles just for a week end in Washing-
ton. For the men of the Eighth and
Eye detachment a ten minute cab ride
will take them to the heart of the
District. The ratis has changed con-
siderably since the war years but the
fermale population =till holds = high
percentage. Marines at Eighth and Eye
find the Capital gals both plentiful and
datealble, .

But Hberty in the Mution's Capital
iz expensive—particulnrly afver dark.
Daytime sightsecing visits to art gal-
leries and the Smithsonian Institute,
and a juunt to the roo are free, but

after sundown when the bright lights®

o iRering.™ it

‘beckon, the time has come to ‘check
the wallet and consider the tabs. Prices
in the ordinery local pubs are remson-

alhhhulth:beﬂﬂl@ﬂilhlﬂﬁ!ﬂt

- regard for budgets Sebuu Sk l:l"Ft“'ﬂP
“ their menus, -
'W'hcnhh:hqgrunb:pmhih:nk.

'#mmmmmmw

& well equipped recreation area. A G-
hination sodn fountnin and beer I:-ﬂ
serve their intended purpose and =
snack bar offers sandwiches and soup’
for chow hounds. An attractive slop-
chute, located directly benenth the Band
Barracks, iz panellsd in knotty *pine
and decorated with cartoons, ™ The
lounge is a favorite spot for the troops
even when the long liberty green fsa't
short,

Other recreation  facilities  include
two bowling alleys, severnl pool I:l.'bl-u_.
and & libeary.

+ The affice . of Su'gunt H.l;[ur.r
handled with dispatch hy Michael l:,,.
Enatt—3237 wears in the Corpe.  Sgb
Maj. Knott iz in contact with every
unit at Eighth and Eye and can put
his finger on any man in the outfit in
a matter of minutes.

The 47-vear-old sergeant has com-
pleted his normal two-wear tour of
duty at the FPast but, by request will

eontinue to serve out his 30. The fea-

son: the command wants to give him
the traditional Eighth and Eye retire-

Jment parade.

On arrival at the Washington Bar-
racks & new man may poader the close
aszociation with the high ranking of-
fleers whe reside on the post. Residents
on "General’s Row™ Include Lientenant
General Gerald C. Thomas, Assistant
Commandant; Lisutenant General Wil-
liam 0. Brice, Assistant Commandant
for Alr: Major General Willlam P. T.
Hill, Quartermaster General and Col-
onel James P. Berkeley, Commanding
Officer of the post, e

“The -Marine Barracks hos a mnper--
cent Gl reputation. The command real- -
izés that the duty is exncting and more
than an occaslomal rumble from the
troops capn be expected. Sgt. Maj.
Knott believes that the parnde ground
soldier of today -differs only aslightly
from the men who were trooping and
somping on the compound more than
quarter of a century ago—same mpn-.r;_:
aame blisters,

But the tradition set by the Corpe’
firat garrison remaine.  If by chance,’;
lh: two sergennts who buried the Bla-
rines’ coffer during the War: of . L1812
.came out of celestial r:ﬂ;ﬂnenl:_ and |
- loaked in on the compound at Eighth -

rwand Eye they would probably come to -

" the proud” conclusion that, *It” hl!l'd
changed a 'bll. Same duty, same. n‘lurp
I'p'pﬂ-rnun: lnmt plmd& inﬂ.md
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Practice makes perfect—a erack
Eighth and Eye drill 4eam steps
out in dungarees and field shees
for their dally semion of drill




