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Island Veteran Shares Memories: ‘Once a Marine, Always a Marine’

]:'I:r Adelbert
“Dethert” Bunker
Gunnery Sergeant, United
Srates Marine Corps (Ret.)
Adter 21 years, retiring as a

Marine Gunnery Sergeant, my

mind many times 20es b&ck to
those vears,

In miy small shirt shop on
Star Line Main Dock in St

Ignace, I have a small decal on

the cash register that reads
“U.S.M.C, Retired,” and on
the counter there 18 & cap with

2 Marine Corps emblem with

the words “Presidential Guard.”

- Bach of these two items has:

a special reason for beimng in
“those places. Each day present
of former members of the mil-
itary pass through the store,

and when they spot those twa:

items, it sparks some conyer-
- sation, No matter what service
they're -ing it's - always: an
enjoyvable conversation.

BEven after all the years, we

sl joke about the other sery-
ices. One old Navy man asked
the guestion, “Why are there
Marines aboard Navy ships?” |
thought for a moment and gave
him my angwer, “Toserve a3 d
landing party when needed.”
This -old Navy man, ‘with a
smile, said. “No, it 1550 the

crew wonld have someone to

dance with,”
Anold Army man once s:m:l

 Adelbert “Delbert” Hnﬂker Glmnwj S-ergeunt, United
States Marine Cﬂrpﬂ .

“he Was going o join the

Marines, - “but: when . the
recruiter found out-my mother

“and father were ‘married; they

turned me down.”

With the jnkr.és aside, there
is always seriousness. The
question _always . comes  up
ahout where we were assigned
and what our duties. werg. |
mention all of mine, but the

ane that 15 of mostinterest o,

atiyone is my five-year assign-
ment . to the White: House
Ceremonial Guard; from: 1951
to 1954, when President Harry

Truman was Teaving olfice and

President Dwight D. Eisen-
hower was coming in, and then
from 1999 1o 1961 ‘when
President ~ Eisenhower was
leaving office and President
John F. Kennedy was coming
in; ; o
During these Hmes, we per-
formed parades, ceremonies,
wreath  lavings, and ‘were
assigned dutics at Blair House
and at Camp David, At these
functions we saw many heads
of state; USSR Premier Nikita

- RCTORS

Kruschev, - British  Prime
Minister Harold Macmillan,
and French President Charles
de Gaulle, among them: Af the
inaggural hatl for President
Kennedy, [ was assigned the

 duty as  Non-commissioned

- Officer 10 Charge .of ‘all the

Narines at the ball.

Bt then a5k e whal
I' recall most vividly of my
career. Well, it wasa't any of
those ceremonies or important

~people. On this Memorial Iay,

[ woold Bike o tell about the

. ceremony that sticks with me
- th most.

Most of you are familiar
with Washington, D.C. and
Arimgon Nagonal Cemetery
the Potomac River,
where men and women fom
CVETY Service are buried.

When military personnel are
baried &t Arlington, - thew
Tespeciive gérvice 1s involved
in the burial, When the remains
Tirst arrive, they e broaght (o
local fuperal home and the
fugeral director contacts the
military service of the individ-
wal to arrange the burlal serv-
ice. The military setvice
responsible provides a bugler,
body bearers, and a firing party.

On this ope occasion, 1 was
assigned as the Non-commis-
sioned Officer in Chiarge of a
burial datial for o Matine, At
the complition of this detail, a

man  from another  fanesal
approached me and asked,
“Sergeant, I wonder if you,
could help me: We have an
Army man o be buried, but
becauge of & mix-ap n he
schedoling, we could  wnot
arrange for a burial detail from
the United States Army. Would
you be able to help with his
burialT’

By Marinz burial detanl was
there, we had ammunition for &

proper gun salufe, and I told

hiny, "We would be very
pleased and hopored (o help
with the Asmy man's barial.”

We proceedsd to the other
side of Arlington and pec-
formed the ceremony for this
soldier's burial. The thing that 1
remembper the most is that there
wis Do one at the grave side
except the man feom the funer-
al home.

No, it's not the heads of statg
from around the world, if is this
Arroy mhan who may have been
a privatg, corporal, seigeant, or
maybe gven an officer, bat {
remember him,

S0 on this Memorial Day, let
us remember those who some-
bow have been Torgotteh, and
at their bucial Iet thers not jast
be a bugler, fiving party. body
bearers, and the man from the
Tuneral home.

Always remember!



