UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS
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Ask any Marine. Just ask. He will tell you that the Marine Corps was born in Tun Tavern on 10
November 1775. But, beyond that the Marine'srecollection for detail will probably get fuzzy. So, hereis
the straight scoop:

In theyear 1685, Samuel Carpenter built a huge " brew house" in Philadelphia. Helocated thistavern on
the waterfront at the corner of Water Street and Tun Alley. The old English word tun means a cask,
barrel, or keg of beer. So, with his new beer tavern on Tun Alley, Carpenter elected to christen the new
waterfront brewery with alogical name, Tun Tavern.

Tun Tavern quickly gained a reputation for serving fine beer. Beginning 47 years later in 1732, the first
meetings of the St. John's No. 1 Lodge of the Grand Lodge of the Masonic Temple were held in the
tavern. An American of note, Benjamin Franklin, wasitsthird Grand Master. Even today the Masonic
Temple of Philadelphiarecognizes Tun Tavern asthe birthplace of Masonic teachingsin America.

Roughly ten years later in the early 1740s, the new proprietor expanded Tun Tavern and gave the
addition a new name, " Peggy Mullan's Red Hot Beef Steak Club at Tun Tavern." The new restaurant
became a smashing commercial success and was patronized by notable Americans. In 1747 the St.



Andrews Society, a charitable group dedicated to assisting poor immigrants from Scotland, was founded
in thetavern.

Nine years later, then Col. Benjamin Franklin organized the Pennsylvania Militia. He used Tun Tavern
as a gathering place to recruit a regiment of soldiers to go into battle against the Indian uprisings that
were plaguing the American colonies. George Washington, Thomas Jefferson, and the Continental
Congress later met in Tun Tavern asthe American colonies prepared for independence from the English
Crown.

On November 10, 1775, the Continental Congress commissioned Samuel Nicholas to raise two Battalions
of Marines. That very day, Nicholas set up shop in Tun Tavern. He appointed Robert Mullan, then the
proprietor of the tavern, to the job of chief Marine Recruiter -- serving, of course, from his place of
business at Tun Tavern. Prospective recruits flocked to the tavern, lured by (1) cold beer and (2) the
opportunity to serve in the new Corps of Marines. So, yes, the U.S. Marine Corps was indeed born in
Tun Tavern. Needlessto say, both the Marine Cor psand thetavern thrived during this new relationship.

Tun Tavern still livestoday. And, Tun Tavern beer isstill readily available throughout the Philadelphia
area. Further, through magazinesit isadvertised to Marines throughout the world.

Marine Corps Birthday:
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All U.S. Marines are gung-ho. But, few can match the vision and total commitment of the famous 13th
Commandant, Gen. John A. Lgeune. 1n 1921 heissued Marine Corps Order No. 47, Series 1921.

Gen. Lgeun€'s order summarized the history, mission, and tradition of the Corps. It further directed
that the order beread to all Marines on 10 November of each year to honor the founding of the Marine
Corps. Thereafter, 10 November became a unique day for U.S. Marinesthroughout theworld.

Soon, some Marine commands began to not only honor the birthday, but celebrateit. In 1923 the Marine
Barracksat Ft. Mifflin, Pennsylvania, staged a formal dance. The Marines at the Washington Navy Yard
arranged a mock battle on the parade ground. At Quantanamo Bay, Cuba, the Marine baseball team
played a Cuban team and won, 9to 8.

The first "formal” Birthday Ball took place on Philadelphia in 1925. First class Marine Corps style, all
theway! Guestsincluded the Commandant, the Secretary of War (in 1925 the term " politically correct"
didn't exist; it was Secretary of War, not Secretary of Defense), and a host of statesmen and elected
officials. Prior totheBall, Gen. Lgeune unveiled a memorial plaqueat Tun Tavern. Then the entourage
headed for the Benjamin Franklin Hotel and an evening of festivities and frolicking.



Over the years the annual Birthday Ball grew and grew, taking on a life of its own. In 1952 the
Commandant, Gen. Lemuel C. Shepherd Jr., formalized the cake-cutting ceremony and other traditional
observances. For example, Marine Corps policy now mandates that the first piece of cake must be
presented to the oldest U.S. Marine present. The second piece goes to the youngest Marine. Among the
many such mandatesis a solemn reading of the Commandant's birthday messageto the Corps.

Like the U.S. Marine Corps itsdf, the annual Birthday Ball has evolved from simple origins to the
polished and professional functions of today. Nonetheless, one thing remains constant, the tenth day of
November! This unique holiday for warriors is a day of camaraderie, a day to honor Corps and
Country. Throughout the world on 10 November, U.S. Marines celebrate the birth of their Corps -- the
most loyal, most feared, most revered, and most professional fighting force theworld has ever known.

Marine Corps M otto:

No former or EH-’HHI’iIIE here! Justa
Marine no longer on active duty.

The Marine Corps adopted Semper Fidelisasitsofficial motto in 1883 (Semper Fidelisis also thetitle of
the official musical March of the Marine Corps). Trandated from Latin, Semper Fidelis means
" Always Faithful." U.S. Marines use an abbreviated verbal version, " Semper Fi," to voice loyalty
and commitment to their Marine comrades-in-arms. Previous mottos of the Marine Corps were (1) To
the Shores of Tripoli, adopted in 1805; (2) Fortitude, adopted in 1812; (3) From the Halls of Montezuma to
the Shores of Tripoli, adopted in 1848; and (4) By Sea and by Land, adopted in the 1850's




Marine Corps M ascot:

Thanks to the German Army, the U.S. Marine Corps has an unofficial mascot. During World War |
many German reports had called the attacking Marines " teufel-hunden,” meaning Devil-Dogs. Teufel-
hunden werethevicious, wild, and ferocious mountain dogs of Bavarian folklore.

Soon afterward a U.S. Marine recruiting poster depicted a snarling English Bulldog wearing a Marine
Corps helmet. Because of the tenacity and demeanor of the breed, the image took root with both the
Marines and the public. TheMarines soon unofficially adopted the English Bulldog astheir mascot.

At the Marine base at Quantico, Virginia, the Marines obtained a registered English Bulldog, King
Bulwark. In a formal ceremony on 14 October 1922, BGen. Smedley D. Butler signed documents
enlisting the bulldog, renamed Jiggs, for the " term of life." Pvt. Jiggs then began his official dutiesin the
U.S. MarineCorps.

A hard-charging Marine, Pvt. Jiggs did not remain a private for long. Within three months he was
wearing cor poral chevrons on his custom-made uniform. On New Year’s Day 1924, Jiggs was promoted
to Sergeant. And in a meteoricrise, he got promoted again -- thistime to Sergeant M ajor -- seven months
later.

Sgt.Maj. Jiggs death on 9 January 1927 was mour ned throughout the Corps. Hissatin-lined coffin lay in
statein a hangar at Quantico, surrounded by flowers from hundreds of Corpsadmirers. Hewasinterred
with full military honors.

But, a replacement was on the way. Former heavyweight boxing champion, James J. " Gene" Tunney,
who had fought with the Marines in France, donated his English Bulldog. Renamed as Jiggs Il, he
stepped into therole of his predecessor.

Big problem! No discipline! Jiggs chased people, he bit people. He showed a total lack of respect for
authority. The new Jiggs would have likely made an outstanding combat Marine, but barracks life did
not suit him. After one of his many rampages, he died of heat exhaustion on 1928. Nonetheless, other
bulldogs followed. During the 1930s, 1940s, and early 1950s they were all named Smedley, a tribute to
Gen. Butler.

In the late 1950s the Marine Barracks in Washington, the oldest post in the Cor ps, became the new home
for the Corps mascot. Renamed Chesty to honor the legendary LtGen. Lewis B. " Chesty" Puller Jr., the



mascot made his first formal public appearance at the Evening Parade on 5 July 1957. In his canine
Dress Blues, Chesty became an immediate media darling, a smash hit!

After the demise of the original Chesty, the replacement was named Chesty I11. He became an instant
renegade. You name it, he did it. He even escaped and went AWOL once. Two days later he was
returned in a police paddy wagon. About the only thing he ever managed to do correctly was to sire a
replacement.

In contrast to his father, Chesty 11l proved to be a model Marine. He even became a favorite of
neighborhood children, for which he was awarded a Good Conduct Medal. Other bulldogs would follow
Chesty 111 (bulldogs don't live long). When Chesty VI died after an Evening Parade, a Marine
detachment in Tennessee called Washington. Their local bulldog mascot, L Cpl. Bodacious Little, was
standing by for PCS ordersto Washington, they reported.

Upon arrival at the Marine Barracks in Washington, LCpl. Little got ceremoniously renamed Chesty
VIl. He and the English Bulldogs who followed him epitomize the fighting spirit of the U.S. Marines.
Tough, muscular, aggressive, fearless, and often arrogant, they arethe ultimate caninewarriors.

English Bulldogs. Teufel-hunden. Devil Dogs. They symbolize the ethos of the Warrior Culture of the
U.S. Marines.

Selected USM C Slogans:

IT’s MoRE
THAN A
SLOGAN

IT’s
WHAT
WE ARg

« First to Fight: Themediain the United States began using this term to describe U.S.
Marinesduring World War I. And, for oncethe media wasright. Marines have served
in the vanguard of every American war since the founding of the Corpsin 1775. They
have carried out over 300 assaults on foreign shores, from the arctic to the tropics.
Historically, uU.S. Marines are indeed the first to fight.

« Once a Marine, Always a Marine: This truism is now the official motto of the
Marine Corps League. The origin of the statement is credited to a gung-ho Marine
Corps master sergeant, Paul Woyshner. During a barroom argument he shouted,
"Once a Marine, always a Marine!”™ MSgt. Woyshner was right. Once the title " U.S.
Marine" has been earned, it isretained. There are no ex-Marines or former-Marines.
There are (1) active duty Marines, (2) retired Marines, (3) reserve Marines, and (4)
Marine veterans. Nonetheless, once one has earned the title, he remains a Marine for
life.

o Gung-Ho: The Chinese used thisterm to describe Marinesin China around 1900. In
the Chinese language, gung-ho means working together. That's what the " American



Marines' were always doing, "working together,” the Chinese explained. The term
stuck to Marines like glue. Today it conveys willingness to tackle any task, or total
commitment to the Corps.

« Good night, Chesty, wherever you are: Thisisan often-used tribute of supreme
respect tothelateand legendary LtGen. LewisB. " Chesty" Puller, USMC. Chesty!
Without a doubt he wasthe most outspoken Marine, the most famous Marine, the
Marinewho really loved to fight, the most decorated Marinein the history of the
Corps. Chesty enlisted asa Private. Through incredible fortitude and tenacity he
became aliving legend. He shouted battle ordersin a bellow and stalked battlefields as
though imperviousto enemy fire. Chesty rosetotherank of Lieutenant General. He
displayed an abiding love for the Magnificent Grunts, especially the junior enlisted men
who did themajority of the sacrificing and dying, and utter contempt for all staff
pogues of whatever rank. During hisfour wars, he becametheonly Marineto be
awarded the Navy Crossfivetimes. TheMarines Marine! " Goodnight, Chesty,
wherever you are."

« A Few Good Men: On 20 March 1779 in Boston, Capt. William Jones, USMC,
advertised for " afew good men" to enlist in the Corpsfor naval duty. Theterm seemed
ideally suited for Marines, mainly because of the implication that "a few" good men
would be enough. Thisterm has survived for over 200 years and has been synonymous
with U.S. Marinesever since.

USM C Quotations:

Thefighting heritage of MarineWarriorsrunsdeep. Marinesarerevered and feared for their prowess
in combat. Ooo-rah!

Below areten quotations about U.S. Marines, followed by ten quotations - fighting words - by U.S.
Marines. Each of these quotations has been randomly excer pted from the hundreds of such quotations
found in Warrior Culture of the U.S. Marines.



Ten quotations about U.S. Marines:

The safest placein Korea wasright behind a platoon of Marines. Lord, how they could
fight! [MGen. Frank E. Lowe, USA; Korea, 26 January 1952]

Marines know how to usetheir bayonets. Army bayonets may aswell be paper-weights. [Navy
Times; November 1994]

Why in hell can't the Army do it if the Marinescan. They arethe samekind of men; why can't
they belike Marines. [Gen. John J. " Black Jack" Pershing, USA; 12 February 1918]

The United States Marine Cor ps, with it fiercely proud tradition of excellencein combat, its
hallowed rituals, and itsunbending code of honor, is part of the fabric of American
myth. [ThomasE. Ricks; Making the Corps, 1997]

Theraising of that flag on Suribachi meansa Marine Corpsfor the next five hundred
years. [James Forrestal, Secretary of the Navy; 23 February 1945 (the flag-raising on lwo Jima
had been immortalized in a photograph by Associated Press photographer Joe Rosenthal)]

| havejust returned from visiting the Marines at the front, and thereisnot a finer fighting
organization in theworld! [Gen. Douglas MacArthur, USA; Korea, 21 September 1950]

We have two companies of Marinesrunning rampant all over the northern half of thisisland, and
three Army regiments pinned down in the southwestern corner, doing nothing. What the hell is
going on? [Gen. John W. Vessey Jr., USA, Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff; duringthe
assault on Grenada, 1983]

Some people spend an entirelifetime wondering if they made a differencein theworld. But, the
Marinesdon't havethat problem. [Ronald Reagan, U.S. President; 1985]

Marines| see astwo breeds, Rottwellers or Dober mans, because Marines come in two varieties,
big and mean, or skinny and mean. They're aggressive on the attack and tenacious on

defense. They'vegot really short hair and they always go for thethroat. [RAdm. " Jay" R. Stark,
USN; 10 November 1995]

They told (us) to open up the Embassy, or " we'll blow you away.” And then they looked up and
saw the Marines on theroof with thesereally big guns, and they said in Somali, " Igaralli ahow,"
which means" Excuse me, | didn't mean it, my mistake." [Karen Aquilar, in the U.S. Embassy;
M ogadishu, Somalia, 1991]



Ten quotations by U.S. Marines:

For over 221 yearsour Corps hasdonetwo thingsfor thisgreat Nation. We make Marines, and wewin
battles. [Gen. Charles C. Krulak, USMC (CMC); 5 May 1997]

e« Comeon, you sonsof bitches! Do you want to liveforever? [GySgt. Daniel J. " Dan" Daly,
USMC; near Lucy-'le-Bocage as heled the 5th Marines attack into Belleau Wood, 6 June 1918]

o GonetoFloridato fight thelndians. Will be back when thewar isover. [Col. Archibald
Henderson, USMC (CMC); in a note pinned to his office door, 1836]

e Don't you forget that you're First Marines! Not all the communistsin Hell can overrun you! [Col.
LewisB. " Chesty" Puller, USMC; rallying hisFirst Marine Regiment near Chosin Reservair,
Korea, December 1950]

e« Marinesdie, that'swhat we'reherefor. But the Marine Corpslivesforever. And that means
YOU liveforever. [the mythical GySgt. Hartman, USMC; portrayed by GySgt. R. Lee Ermey, a
Marine CorpsDrill Instructor using his own choice of wordsin Full Metal Jacket, 1987]

e You'll never get a PurpleHeart hiding in afoxhole! Follow me! [Capt. Henry P. Crowe, USMC,;
Guadalcanal, 13 January 1943]

e WeareUnited StatesMarines, and for two and a quarter centuries we have defined the standards
of courage, esprit, and military prowess. [Gen. JamesL. Jones, USMC (CMC); 10 November
2000]

« | haveonly two men out of my company and 20 out of some other company. We need support, but
it isalmost suicideto try to get it here aswe are swept by machine gun fireand a constant barrage
ison us. | have no oneon my left and only afew on my right. | will hold. [1stLt. Clifton B. Cates,
USMC; in Belleau Wood, 19 July 1918]

e | lovethe Corpsfor thoseintangible possessions that cannot beissued: pride, honor, integrity, and
being ableto carry on thetraditionsfor generationsof warriorspast. [Cpl. Jeff Sornig, USMC; in
Navy Times, November 1994]



Corps Values:

Why are U.S. Marines considered the world's premier warriors? Why? What puts the Marine Corps
abovetherest? Other military services have rigorous training and weapons of equal or greater lethality.
So, why do U.S. Marines stand head and shoulder s above the crowd?

The truth liesin the individual Marine. He (or she) did not join the Marines. Roughly 40,000 try each
year. Those who survive the crucible of Marine basic training have been sculpted in mind and body.
They have become Marines.

Once he has earned the title and entered the Brotherhood of Marines, a new warrior must draw upon the
legacy of his Corps. Therein lies his strength. In return, the strength of the Corpsliesin the individual
Marine. The character (often defined as " what you are in the dark™) of these warriorsis defined by the
three constant Corps Values: honor, courage, and commitment.

Honor: Honor requires each Marine to exemplify the ultimate standard in ethical and moral
conduct. Honor is many things, honor requires many things. A U.S. Marine must never lig,
never cheat, never steal, but that is not enough. Much moreisrequired. Each Marine must
cling to an uncompromising code of personal integrity, accountable for his actions and holding
others accountable for theirs. And, above all, honor mandates that a Marine never sully the
reputation of his Corps.



ANYONE CAN SEE TYRANNY. MARINES ADVANCE

Courage: Simply stated, courage is honor in action -- and more. Courageis moral strength,
the will to heed the inner voice of conscience, the will to do what is right regardless of the
conduct of others. It is mental discipline, an adherence to a higher standard. Courage means
willingness to take a stand for what is right in spite of adverse consequences. This courage,
throughout the history of the Corps, has sustained Marines during the chaos, perils, and
hardships of combat. And each day, it enableseach Marineto look in themirror -- and smile.

—
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Commitment: Total dedication to Corpsand Country. Gung-ho Marineteamwork. All for
one, one for all. By whatever name or cliche, commitment is a combination of (1) selfless
determination and (2) a relentless dedication to excellence. Marines never give up, never give
in, never willingly accept second best. Excellence is always the goal. And, when their active
duty days are over, Marines remain reserve Marines, retired Marines, or Marine veterans.
Thereis no such thing as an ex-Marine or former-Marine. Once a Marine, always a Marine.
Commitment never dies.

Thethree CorpsValues. honor, courage, commitment. They make up the bedrock of the
character of each individual Marine. They arethefoundation of his Corps. Thesethreevalues, handed
down from generation to generation, have made U.S. Marinesthe Warrior Elite. TheU.S. Marine
Corps: the most respected and revered fighting for ce on earth.

Women Marines:

In secret, Lucy Brewer became the first woman to serve in the Marine Corps. Disguised as a gung-ho
man, she served in the Marine Detachment aboard the USS Constitution during the War of 1812.

Over 100 yearslater on 12 August 1918, the Secretary of the Navy granted authority to enroll women for
clerical duty in the Marine Corps Reserve. The next day, Opha M. Johnson enlisted and became thefirst
official Woman Marine. During the remainder of World War 1, 305 women enlisted to " free a man to
fight." Over 20 years later during World War I, roughly 1000 officers and 18,000 enlisted women
served, led by Col. Ruth C. Streeter. During the last year of the war, all available male Marines were
battling the Japanese in the Pacific. In their absence, Women Marines represented over half of the
personnel at Marine Cor ps basesin the continental United States.

A year after the end of the war, the Marine Corps retained a small nucleus of Women Marines in a
postwar reserve. But, in 1948 Congress passed the Women's Armed Forces Integration Act, which
authorized women in the regular component of the Corps. At the time, women could not constitute over
two percent of the total force and could not hold permanent rank above lieutenant colonel. Katherine A.
Towlewas appointed Director of Women Marineswith the temporary rank of colonel. The following year



the Corps set up a recruit training battalion for women recruits at Parris Island, and a women's officer
training class at Quantico.

During the Vietham war in March 1967, M Sgt. Barbara Dulinsky requested reassignment from the
United Statesto Vietham. Shewastransferred to the main military headquarters (MACV) in Saigon, the
first Woman Marine to be sent to a country torn by war. But, seven years later the Commandant
authorized Women Marines to serve with specialized rear echelon elements of the Fleet Marine Force.
Still, these women wer e prohibited from deployment with combat units, or unitswhich could conceivably
be engaged in combat. Women wer e specifically banned from all infantry, artillery, and armor units, and
they could not serve as membersof aircrews.

In May 1978, BGen. Margaret Brewer became the first general grade Woman Marine, serving as
Director of Information. Twenty-two years later roughly 1000 Women Marines deployed to Southwest
Asia in 1990-1991, prior to and during the Gulf War. Later, because of legal mandates, the Corps was
forced to accept women into Naval Aviation pilot training. In July 1993, 2ndLt. Sarah Deal became the
first such Woman Marine to begin training. She graduated and received her Golden Wings on 21 April
1995.

The next year MGen. Carol A. Mutter became the first two-star Woman Marine. Two years later she
was promoted again, the first Woman Marine to wear three stars. By the turn of the century in the year
2000, over 700 Woman Marines comprised about four percent of the officer corps. And, dightly over
8000 Woman Marines made up roughly five percent of the active enlisted force.

Theeite Marine Corpsremainsthe only U.S. armed service with the wisdom and courage to maintain
separ ate boot camp training unitsfor men and women recruits. Despite the childish whining of liberal
theorists, despite therabid ranting of ignorant politically correct zealots, the Marine Cor ps has not
faltered. Basictraining for men and women will remain separate -- but equal. All who qualify will earn
thetitle, United States Marine.

Marine Corps War Memorial:

Rising from hallowed ground, the Marine Corps War Memorial overlooks the Potomac River at the
entrance to Arlington National Cemetery in Washington, D.C. It isthe largest bronze monument in the
world. Arguably, it is also the most famous monument in the world. And for all who have earned the
title, a pilgrimage to the monument is required.



First, a brief historical review: In the closing yearsof World War 11, U.S. Marines fought and bled their
way across the Pacific Ocean toward Japan. The Japanese knew their tiny volcanic isand, lwo Jima,
would be attacked. Its crucial airfields lay only 650 miles from Tokyo, just over two hours flying time.
So, under the command of LtGen. Tadamichi Kuribayashi, Japan's best and brightest mining engineers
turned remote Iwo Jima into a seemingly impregnablefortress. In thevolcanic rock, laborersblasted out
16 miles of tunnels, connecting 1500 rooms. The engineers built underground hospitals and supply rooms
under hundreds of feet of solid impenetrable rock. These were linked to over a thousand fortified
artillery and antiaircraft batteries, and machinegun and mortar bunkers. Impregnable, they believed.

Preliminary bombardment by the 16-inch guns of U.S. Navy battleships had a negligible effect on the
volcanic isand fortress. Nonetheless, on 19 February 1945 the Marines stor med the beach. Many never
even made it to the shore. From hundreds of fortifications, many atop 550-foot high Mount Suribachi,
the Japanese rained a hail of rockets, artillery, mortar, and automatic weapons fire down upon the
attacking force.

For both the Japanese and the Marines, the island became a charnel house. Yet, by the fourth day the
Marines of 3rd Platoon, Echo Company, had clawed their way to the summit of Mount Suribachi. Here
they raised a small American flag. Soon a larger flag was obtained. Five Marines and a Navy cor psman
mounted the new flag on a piece of pipe. Together they raised thisflag atop the former Japanese bastion.
The six flag-raisersrepresented a cross-section of America:

- PFC Ira Hayes, afull-blooded Pima Indian from Arizona.

- Sgt. Michael Strank, a Pennsylvania coal mineworker.

- Cpl. Harlon Block, a draftee from the Texas oil fields.

- PFC Franklin Sousley, a 19 year old Kentucky farm boy.

- PFC Rene Gagnon, a New Englander rejected by the Navy.

- PM 2 (cor psman) John Bradley, afuneral director's apprentice.

Joe Rosenthal, of the Associated Press, photographed the men as they raised the flag. That picture,
stopping time for 1/400th of a second, would become the most famous photograph of all time.

After 36 terrible days, Iwo Jima finally fell to the Marines. Of the forty men in 3rd Platoon who stor med
the beach, only four escaped being killed or seriously wounded on Iwo Jima. Of the six men who raised
the flag, Cpl. Block, Sgt. Strank, and PFC Sousley were all killed-in-action within days. They are among
the 6,821 Americans who never left lwo Jima alive. Further, an additional 19,217 Americans were
maimed or grievously wounded.

In July 1947 the U.S. Congress authorized a Marine Corps War Memorial, based on the timeless
photograph by Joe Rosenthal. The new memorial was sculpted by Felix de Weldon. In 108 separate
pieces, it was cast in a New York foundry and then trucked to Washington. Ground-breaking and
assembly began on 19 February 1954, the ninth anniversary of the Iwo Jima landing. The final cost of
$850,000 was borne entirely by donations, 96 percent of them from U.S. Marines.



Burnished into the base of polished black Swedish granite, in gold letters, isthe inscription, " Uncommon
Valor Was A Common Virtue” On the opposite side, flanked by Marine Corps emblems, is the
additional inscription:

In Honor And Memory Of The Men Of The United States Marine Corps Who Have Given Their Lives
To Their Country Since 10 November 1775.

Inscribed in gold are the names of the campaigns in which Marines have fought since 1775. Dwight D.
Eisenhower, U.S. President, delivered the dedication address on 10 November 1954, the 179th birthday of
the Corps.

Thefive Marines and their corpsman areforever immortalized in bronze, raising the American flag on
Iwo Jimafor their Corpsand Country. They represent the supreme sacrifice of all Marines who went
beforethem, and all who follow. They live eternally. They live on hallowed ground. Never forget.

USMC Terms:

L eather neck: The nickname Leatherneck has become a universal moniker for aU.S. Marine. Theterm
originated from the wide and stiff leather neck-piece that was part of the Marine Corpsuniform from
1798 until 1872. Thisleather collar, called The Stock, was roughly four inches high and had two purposes.
In combat, it protected the neck and jugular vein from cutlasses slashes. On parade, it kept aMarine's
head erect. Theterm is so widespread that it has become the name of the Marine Cor ps Association
monthly magazine, LEATHERNECK.




Gyrene: Around 1900, members of the U.S. Navy began using Gyrene asajocular derogatory reference
to U.S. Marines. Instead of being insulted, the Marinesloved it. The term became common by World
War | and has been extensively used sincethat time.

Jarhead: For roughly 50 years, sailors had little luck in their effort to insult Marines by calling them
Gyrenes. So, during World War |1 sailorsbegan referring to Marines as Jarheads. Presumably the high
collar on the Marine Dress Bluesuniform made a Marine' shead look likeit was sticking out of thetop of
aMason jar. Marineswere not insulted. Instead, they embraced the new moniker asaterm of utmost

I espect.

A World War One-era recruiting poster for the Marine Corps.

Devil Dogs: The German Army coined thisterm of respect for U.S. Marinesduring World War I. In
the summer of 1918 the German Army wasdriving toward Paris. The French Army wasin full retreat.

In a desperate effort to save Paris, the newly arrived U.S. Marineswerethrown into the breach. In June
1918, in bitter fighting lasting for weeks, Marinesrepeatedly repulsed the Germansin Belleau Wood. The
German drivetoward Paris sputtered, fizzled, and died. Then the Marines attacked and swept the
Germans back out of Belleau Wood. Paris had been saved. Thetide of war had turned. Five months later
Germany would be forced to accept an armistice. The battle tenacity and fury of the U.S. Marines had
stunned the Germans. In their official reportsthey called the Marines " teufel hunden,” meaning Devil
Dogs, the ferocious mountain dogs of Bavarian folklore.
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SDLDIERS or e SEA

Soldiers of the Sea: A traditional and functional term for Marines, dating back to the British in the
1600's

Blood Chit:

Blood Chit isthe common term for the written notice, in several languages, carried by Marine aircrews
in combat. If their aircraft is shot down, the notice (1) identifiesthe Americans and (2) encouragesthe
local population to assist them.

The concept isover 200 years old. Jean-Pierre Blanchard, the famous French balloonist, cameto America
in 1793 to demonstrate hot air balloon flight. He would ascend from Philadelphia. Where he would come
down, of course, no one knew. And, Blanchard did not speak English. George Washington, U.S.
President, gave Blanchard a letter addressed to " All citizens of the United States." Theletter asked that
Blanchard be befriended and given safe passage back to Philadelphia.

Thisidea lay dormant for over 100 years. But, in World War | the British RAF issued " ransom notes' to
itspilotsflying in India and M esopotamia. These notes, written in Arabic, Urdu, Farsi, and Pashto,
promised a reward to anyone bringing an unhar med British pilot or observer to the nearest British
outpost. British airmen called the notes goolie chits. (Goolie was the Hindustani word for ball, and many
hostile tribesmen had been turning captured airmen over to local women for castration.)

When the mercenary Flying Tigerswent to Chinain 1937 to battle the Japanese, they carried blood chits.
These printed notices bore the Chinese flag and Chinese lettering which stated:

Thisforeign person has cometo Chinato help in thewar effort. Soldiersand civilians, one
and all, should rescue, protect, and provide him with medical care.

Later, when the United States entered thewar in 1941, it issued blood chitsin almost 50 different
languages. And, areward was offered to those who assisted downed fliers.

The U.S. government kept itsword. The greatest reward ever given went to the family that aided a B-29
crew shot down on 12 July 1950, two weeks after the start of the Korean War. The crewmen, badly



injured, werefound by North Korean civilians. Yu Ho Chun found the blood chit in the pocket of one
flier. He gave the Americans medical aid. Then, at great personal risk, he put them on ajunk and sailed
them 100 miles down the coast to safety. Two weeks later the North Korean Army found Chun, tortured
him, and then killed him. But, 43 years|later in 1993 the United States paid $100,000.00 to hisson, Yu
Song Dan.

During thewar in Vietnam thefighter, attack, and helicopter crewscarried new blood chits. These chits
displayed the American flag, plus an appeal in 14 languages. English, Burmese, Thai, Old Chinese, New
Chinesg, Laotian, Cambodian, Tagalog, Viethamese, Visayan, Malayan, French, Indonesian, and Dutch.
Thewording in each language was the same:

| am a citizen of the United States of America. | do not speak your language. Misfortune for ces
me to seek your assistancein obtaining food, shelter, and protection. Pleasetake meto
someone who will provide for my safety and seethat | am returned to my people. My
government will reward you.

In Vietnam, asin World War |1, some unique missions required unique measures. On certain Black Ops
flights, in addition to their blood chits, the aircrews carried paper money and gold coins. Needless to say,
theserequired strict inventory control. Upon return from a mission, " | just lost it!" wouldn't work.

Today the United States has pre-printed blood chits most for locations throughout the world. Blood chits,
in the appropriate languages, were issued to airmen for operations in Panama, Grenada, Somalia,
Bosnia, and the Gulf War. Since the Gulf War, use of blood chits has continued among air men flying the
hostile skies of Southwest Asia. Today the blood chit package includes money, and sometimes a pointee-
talkee pictorial display.

General Ordersfor Sentries:

The eleven General Orders for sentries never change. They constitute the unyielding bedrock upon
which Marines enforce military security in the United States and throughout theworld. General Orders
dictate the conduct of all Marines on guard duty. These orders apply to all Marines at all bases and
outpostsin time of peace, and in time of war.

Marine recruits in boot camp must memorize these General Orders. Woe be unto the unfortunate
recruit who can not shout out, verbatim and without hesitation, all eleven of them. Such a recruit will



incur a firestorm of wrath from his Drill Instructor. There is sound logic for thisrigid training.

eleven General Orderswill guide each Marine throughout hisyearsin the Corps:

1. Totake chargeof thispost and all government property in view.

2. To walk my post in a military manner, keeping always on then alert and observing
everything that takes place within sight or hearing.

3. Toreport all violations of orders| am instructed to enfor ce.
4. Torepeat all callsfrom posts more distant from the guardhouse than my own.
5. Toquit my post only when properly relieved.

6. To receive, obey, and pass on the sentry who relieves me, all orders from the commanding
officer, officer of the day, and officersand noncommissioned officers of the guard only.

7. Totalk tonooneexcept in line of duty.

8. Togivethealarmin case of fireor disorder.

9. Tocall thecorporal of the guard in any case not covered by instructions.
10. Tosaluteall officersand all colorsand standards not cased.

11. To be especially watchful at night and, during the time for challenging, to challenge all
personson or near my post and to allow no oneto pass without proper authority.

Code of Conduct:

The

During the Korean War in the early 1950s, the Chinese Army and North Korean Army captured some
American military men. These American prisonersthen faced a deadly new enemy, the Eastern World's

POW environment.



For the American prisoners, brutal torture, random genocide, lack of food, absence of medical aid, and
subhuman treatment became a daily way of life. Many of the Americans found that their training had
not prepared them for this new battlefield.

After the war the American armed forces jointly developed a Code of Conduct. The President of the
United States approved this written code in 1955. The six articles of the code create a comprehensive
guide for all American military forces in time of war, and in time of peace. The articles of the code
embrace (1) general statements of dedication to the United States and to the cause of freedom, (2) conduct
on the battlefield, and (3) conduct as a prisoner of war.

The new Code of Conduct is not a part of the Uniform Code of Military Justice (UCMJ). Instead, the
Code of Conduct is a personal conduct mandate for members of the American armed for ces thr oughout
theworld.

Article|: | am an American, fighting in the armed forces which guard my country and our
way of life. | am prepared to givemy lifein their defense.

Article11: 1 will never surrender of my own free will. If in command | will never surrender
the members of my command whilethey still havethe meansto resist.

Articlelll: If | am captured, | will continueto resist by all means available. | will make every
effort to escape and aid othersto escape. | will accept neither parole nor special favors from
the enemy.

ArticlelV: If | becomea prisoner of war, | will keep faith with my fellow prisoners. | will give
no information nor take part in any action which might be harmful to my comrades. If | am
senior, | will take command. If not, | will obey the lawful orders of those appointed over me
and will back them up in every way.

Article V: When questioned, should | become a prisoner of war, | am required to give name,
rank, service, number, and date of birth. | will evade answering further questions to the
utmost of my ability. | will make no oral or written statements disloyal to my country and its
allies or harmful to their cause.

Article VI: | will never forget that | am an American, responsible for my actions, and
dedicated to the principles which made my country free. | will trust in my God and in the
United States of America.



Drill Instructor's Creed:

Marine Corps boot camp training is, and always must remain, demanding. Its only objective is to
preparerecruitsfor the Brotherhood, and for the hardships of combat.

On a moonlit Sunday night, 8 April 1956, A Drill Instructor at Parris Island took his Platoon 71 on a
forced march. For hours they sdoshed through the muck and mire of the swamps and salt marshes
surrounding the base. The Drill Instructor, a 31 year old staff sergeant, a veteran of World War Il and
Korea with an exemplary record, felt his platoon needed more discipline. As he came to Ribbon Creek,
the tidal stream between Horse Isand and Parris Island, he shouted: " Anyone who can't swim will
drown! Anyonewho can swim will be eaten by the sharks!"

The Drill Instructor plunged into the creek, dutifully followed by his platoon. All safely struggled across
to the other side. Then, after humping in circles through the ever-rising water of the salt marshes for a
while, they returned to the creek. But, by this time the tide had come in. The current was swift, and
Ribbon Creek was now seven feet deep. Heavily laden by their packsand rifles, six recruits drowned.

In the aftermath of the Ribbon Creek tragedy the Marine Corpstook a hard look at all aspects of recruit
training and boot camp. The rigid training and ironclad discipline remained, although forced night
mar ches through Ribbon Creek came to a screeching halt. And, the ParrisIsland Boot published a new
Drill Instructor's Creed on 31 August 1956.

These are my recruits. | will train them to the best of my ability. | will develop them into
smartly disciplined, physically fit, basically trained Marines, thoroughly indoctrinated in love
of Corps and country. | will demand of them, and demonstrate by my own example, the
highest standards of personal conduct, morality, and professional skill.



Marine Corps Rifleman's Cr eed:

In boot camp at Parris|Island or san Diego, and in the Basic School at Quantico, no one escapes
from the Rifleman’'s Creed. Every Marine is trained, first and foremost, as a rifleman, for it is the
rifleman who must close with and destroy the enemy. The rifleman remains the most basic tenet of
Marine Corps doctrine. All else revolves around him. Marine Aviation, Marine Armor, Marine
Artillery, and all supporting arms and war fighting assets exist to support therifleman. It isbelieved that
MGen. William H. Rupertus, USMC, authored the creed shortly after the Japanese attack on Pearl
Harbor in 1941. It is commonly known as the Rifleman's Creed, but it has also been called " My Rifle:
The Creed of a United States Marine” Every Marine must memorize this creed. And, every Marine
must live by the creed.

Thisismy rifle. Thereare many likeit, but thisoneismine. It ismy life. | must master it
as| must master my life. Without memy rifleisuseless. Without my rifle, | am useless. |
must firemy rifletrue. | must shoot straighter than the enemy who istrying to kill me. | must
shoot him before he shoots me. | will. My rifleand | know that what countsin war is not the
rounds we fire, the noise of our burst, or the smoke we make. We know that it is the hits that
count. Wewill hit.

My rifleis human, even as| am human, becauseit ismy life. Thus, | will learn it asa brother.
I will learn its weaknesses, its strengths, its parts, its accessories, itssightsand itsbarrel. | will
keep my rifle clean and ready, even as | am clean and ready. We will become part of each
other.

Before God | swear thiscreed. My rifle and | are the defenders of my country. We are the
masters of our enemy. We are the saviors of my life. So be it, until victory is America's and
thereisno enemy.



Staff NCO Creed:

We all need roadmaps for life. We all need goals. Those unfortunate souls who don't know
what is expected of them can rarely accomplish anything of significance, and they can never be
ateam player.

In the Marine Corps each Marine -- regardless of rank, in war or in time of peace -- has goals
and responsibilities. Goals change from time to time and from situation to situation. But, the
elementary and constant responsibility of each Staff NCO isoutlined in the Staff NCO Creed:

I am a Staff Noncommissioned Officer in the United States Marine Corps. As
such, | am a member of the most unique group of professional military practitioners
in theworld. | am bound by duty to God, Country, and my fellow Marinesto execute
the demands of my position to and beyond what | believe to be the limits of my
capabilities.

| realize | am the mainstay of Marine Corps discipline, and | carry myself with
military grace, unbowed by the weight of command, unflinching in the execution
lawful orders, and unswerving in my dedication to the most complete success of my
assigned mission.

Both my professional and personal demeanor shall be such that | may take pride if
my juniors emulate me, and knowing perfection to lie beyond the grasp of any mortal
hand, | shall yet strive to attain perfection that | may ever be aware of my needs and
capabilities to improve myself. | shall be fair in my personal relations, just in the
enforcement of discipline, true to myself and my fellow Marines, and equitablein my
dealing with every man.



NCO Creed:

The Marine NCO, the Marine Non-Commissioned Officer. Talesof their combat exploits have
become the stuff of legend. NCOs are the Corporals and Sergeants responsible for the lives of
their men in combat. They must be leaders of men, but also much more. They carry with
them the unbroken traditions of duty and dedication to their assigned mission. Their creed
need not belengthy. It isshort, succinct, and to the point:

| am an NCO dedicated to training new Marines and influencing the old. | am
forever conscious of each Marine under my charge, and by example will inspire him
to the highest standards possible. | will strive to be patient, under standing, just, and
firm. | will commend the deserving and encour age the wayward.

| will never forget that | am responsible to my Commanding Officer for the morale,
discipline, and efficiency of my men. Their performance will reflect an image of me.

M arine Corps Band:

The armies of the ancient Greeks and Romans knew their stuff. Ther military drummers dictated
cadence -- and, perhaps confidence -- as their legions marched into combat. By the 1700sin Europe and
America, fifersadded " fighting spirit” asthey accompanied the military drummers.

The U.S. Marine Corpsdrummers and fifersevolved into the U.S. Marine Corps Band, the oldest musical
organization in the United States. On 11 July 1798 the U.S. President, John Adams, signed a



congressional act that formalized the band members as "a drum major, a fife major, and thirty-two
drums and fifes." Therewasno war at the time, so the band concentrated on its music. They held their
first documented concert in Washington on 21 August 1800. By December of that year their inventory of
instruments had expanded to include two oboes, two clarinets, two French horns, and a bassoon. During
the presidency of Thomas Jefferson, he declared the new Marine Band to be " The President's Own," a
term that has survived for two centuries.

The Marine Band performs at all Presidential Inaugurations and at numerous ceremonial functions of
State at the White House and elsewhere. During the summer months it entertains weekly at the famed
Sunset Parade at the Marine Barracksin Washington and on the steps of the Capitol Building. When on
tour the band performs at locations throughout the United States. John Philip Sousa, the most famous
Bandmaster, composed Semper Fidelis, later adopted as the official musical March of the Marine Cor ps.

Musicians are currently selected through an audition process similar to that of major symphony
orchestras. Those selected must also pass a physical examination -- it is still the Marine Cor ps, troops!
But, successful applicants enlist for four years" for duty with the U.S. Marine Band only,” and thereis
no boot camp. Further, each new band member isimmediately appointed to therank of Staff Sergeant.
What adeal! Historically, morethan 90 percent of Marine Band members servefor 20 yearsor more.

Commandants of the Marine Cor ps:

Since its birth in 1775, the Marine Corps has been led by 34 different men. The first of these Marine
leaders, Samuel Nicholas, technically never held the title of Commandant. His commission, signed by
John Hancock, begins asfollows:

IN CONGRESS. The Delegates of the United Colonies of New-Hampshire, M assachusetts Bay,
Rhode-l1sland, Connecticut, New-York, New-Jer sey, Pennsylvania, the Counties of New-Castle,
Kent, and Suffex on Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, North-Carolina, South-Carolina, and
Georgia, to Samuel Nicholas Esquire. We, reposing especial Trust and Confidencein your
Patriotism, Valour, Conduct and Fidelity, Do by these Presents, constitute and appoint you to
be Captain of Marinesin the service of the Thirteen United Colonies of North-America, fitted
out for thedefense of American Liberty . ...



The term "Commandant” did not come into use for over a quarter-century. Notwithstanding
technicalities, Samuel Nicholas is considered the first of the lineage, the first Commandant. These 34
United StatesMarine Corpsleadersarelisted below:

Samuel Nicholas 1775-1781
William W. Burrows 1798-1804
Franklin Wharton 1804-1818
Anthony Gale 1819-1820
Archibald Henderson 1820-1859
John Harris 1859-1864

Jacob Zeilin 1864-1876

CharlesG. McCawley 1876-1891
CharlesHeywood 1891-1903

10. GeorgeF. Elliott 1903-1910

11. William P. Biddle 1911-1914

12. George Barnett 1914-1920

13. John A. Lgeune 1920-1929

14. Wendé€ll C. Neville 1929-1930

15. Ben H. Fuller 1930-1934

16. John H. Russdl, Jr. 1934-1936

17. ThomasHolcomb 1936-1943

18. Alexander A. Vandegrift 1944-1947
19. Clifton B. Cates 1948-1951

20. Lemuel C. Shepherd, Jr. 1952-1955
21. Randolph M. Pate 1956-1959

22. David M. Shoup 1960-1963

23. Wallace M. Greene, Jr. 1964-1967
24. Leonard F. Chapman, Jr. 1968-1971
25. Robert E. Cushman, Jr. 1972-1975
26. LouisH. Wilson, Jr. 1975-1979

27. Robert H. Barrow 1979-1983

28. Paul X."PX" Kelley 1983-1987
29. Alfred M. Gray, Jr. 1987-1991

30. Carl E. Mundy, Jr. 1991-1995

31. CharlesC. Krulak 1995-1999

32. JamesL. Jones, Jr. 1999--2003

33. Michael W. Hagee 2003--2006

34. JamesT. Conway 2006—2010

35. James F Amos, 2010 - 2014

36. Joseph Dunford, Jr. 2014 ? (Senate Approved on 07/25/14)
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Note: On 16 March 1861, The Congress of the Confeder ate States of America established the
Confederate States Marine Corps. On 23 May 1861, Col. Lloyd J. Beall (a West Point graduate who
resigned hisU.S. Army commission to " go south") was appointed as the Colonel-Commandant. Col. Beall
served as Colonel-Commandant of the C.S. Marine Corps until the end of the American Civil War in
1865.



Marine Corps L eague;

MGen. John A. Legeune, the Marine Corps Commandant, founded the Marine Corps League in 1923.
Congress later chartered this exclusive League on 4 August 1937. Membership is available to honorably
discharged, active duty, and reserve L eathernecks. Members may be officersor enlisted, male or female.
The Mission Statement reads:

Members of the Marine Corps L eague join together in camaraderie and fellowship for the
purpose of preserving thetraditionsand promoting the interests of the United StatesMarine
Corps. Thisisaccomplished by banding together those who are now serving in the United
States Marine Cor ps and those who have been honor ably discharged from that service;
voluntarily aiding and rendering assistanceto all Marinesand former Marinesand to their
widows and or phans, and by perpetuating the history of the United States Marine Corps
through fitting actsto observe the anniver saries of historical occasions of particular interest to

Marines.

First and foremost, the L eague promotes the interests of the Corps. All elseis secondary. With roughly
800 detachmentsin the United States and over seas, a Marine can usually find a detachment close at hand.

One does not have to be a dues-paying member to enjoy League hospitality at local detachments.
Camaraderie can take many forms, often including generous assortments of various libations. Under
such circumstancesthe war storiesfly thick and fast. Usually, " thefirst liar doesn't stand a chance.”

A National Commandant heads the L eague, and 14 elected national staff officers serve astrustees. Day
to day, an Executive Director runsthe national headquarters staff from officesin Fairfax, Virginia. The
Leagueisclassified asa veterans/military service organization. Contributions aretax deductible.



Memorial Day:
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The first Decoration Day was 30 May 1868, three years after the end of the American Civil War. Gen.
John A. Logan, U.S. Army, commander of the Grand Army of the Republic, initiated the day of
remembrance. He ordered that all Army posts decorate the graves of fallen Civil War comrades with
flowersand a " suitable ceremony,” and that flags be flown at half-mast until noon.

Decoration Day later got a new name, Memorial Day. On this day the nation now honors those killed-in-
action from all branches of the armed forces. Thisday of honor has been further expanded to include all
wars and conflicts in which American servicemen have made the Supreme Sacrifice for their country.
And, in a solemn ceremony, awreath islaid at the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier (more about that later).

Since the late 1950s on the Thursday before Memorial Day, the U.S. Army has placed small American
flags at each of the quarter-million-plus graves in Arlington National Cemetery. The Army also stands
guard in the cemetery through Memorial Day to ensurethat the flagsremain in place.

In 1968 (the height of the hippie and flower power generation), Congress changed the observance date
from 30 May to the last Monday in May. However, in 1999 bills were introduced in both the House of
Representatives and the Senate, proposing restoration of 30 May asthe day of observance.

According to tradition, Memorial Day is observed by placing flowers or small flags on the graves of
American servicemen who have fallen in battle. Americans are encouraged to visit military memorials
and to fly flags at half-mast until noon. They also are asked to fly the relatively new " POW/MIA" flag,
per the 1998 Defense Authorization Act. Further, all Americans are asked to participate in a " Moment
of Remembrance" at 3:00 pm and pledgeto aid the families of the honored dead.

In some of the southern states, in addition to the national Memorial Day, citizens also observe Confederate
Memorial Day. On thisday they honor the Confederate soldiers, sailors, and Marineswho died in battle
during the Civil War, 1861-1865. Sincethisisa state holiday, each state may select its day of observance.
Confederate Memorial Day isobserved in Florida, Georgia, and Mississippi on April 26; in South
Carolina and North Carolinaon May 10; in Alabama on thelast Monday in April; in Virginiaon May
30; in Kentucky, Tennessee, and L ouisiana on June 3 (the birthday of Jefferson Davis); and in Texason
January 19 (the birthday of Gen. Robert E. Lee).



Veterans Day:

After four years of carnagein Europe, the giant cannon finally fell silent. At 11:00 am on 11 November
1918 (the eleventh hour, of the 11th day, of the eleventh month) the Allies and Germany signed an
armistice. The Great War, The World War, The War to End War mercifully ended. The whole world
rgoiced. Thereafter the eleventh day of November became Armistice Day in most of the western world.
In Canada it became known as Remembrance Day.

In the United States, Congress officially recognized Armistice Day in 1926. Twelve years later it became
a national holiday. Unfortunately, three decades and two wars later America realized that world order
had been equally preserved by veterans of World War 1l and the Korean War. So, in 1954 Dwight D.
Eisenhower, U.S. President, signed an act which changed the name of Armistice Day to Veterans Day.

In 1968 (the flower-power generation was hard at work again) Congress changed the day of observance
to the fourth Monday in October. Veterans Day had temporarily become just another long three-day
weekend. The reason for the holiday had been forgotten by many. Fortunately, the public outcry rose
steadily over the next ten years. Finally bowing to public pressure, Congressreversed itself in 1978. The
eleventh day of November again became the day on which Americans observe Veterans Day.

By law, Veterans Day is set asideto honor our nation's military veterans both living and dead, who
served in timeof war. Thefocal point for national observanceisthe Tomb of the Unknown Soldier in
Arlington National Cemetery. At 11:00 am on 11 November, a color guard that includes all military
services executes " Present Arms." The President of the United States lays a wreath upon thetomb, steps
back, and salutes. A bugler plays Taps. A grateful nation has not forgotten.



TheMarine's Prayer:

Regardless of the situation, the Marine Corps has an answer for almost everything.

Contact with The Deity is serious business. It is also an excellent idea for Warriors who are expected to
put their lives on the line against an assortment of foes. For U.S. Marines of any faith who may desire
guidance when contacting their Maker, the Marine Corpshasaready aid, The Marine' s Prayer:

Almighty Father, whose command is over all and whose love never fails, make me aware of
Thy presence and obedient to Thy will. Keep me true to my best self, guarding me against
dishonesty in purpose and deed and helping me to live so that | can face my fellow Marines,
my loved ones, and Theewithout shameor fear. Protect my family.

Give me the will to do the work of a Marine and to accept my share of responsibilities with
vigor and enthusiasm. Grant me the courage to be proficient in my daily performance. Keep
me loyal and faithful to my superiors and to the duties my Country and the Marine Corps
have entrusted to me. Help meto wear my uniform with dignity, and let it remind me daily of
thetraditionswhich | must uphold.

If I am inclined to doubt, steady my faith; if | am tempted, make me strong to resist; if |
should missthe mark, give me couragetotry again.

Guide me with the light of truth and grant me wisdom by which | may under stand the answer
to my prayer.






WE DON'T MAKE
COMPROMISES.
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