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arine Barracks, Washington, D.CL is best known as the
M home of the United States Marine Band. the UL 8. Marine
Drum and Bugle Corps. the Silent Drll Team. and the Ma-
rine Corps Institute. But, it is also the oldest post of the Corps. the first

boot camp, for Mirines, ond the ariginal hendguaners of the Marine
Corps. And there’s o lot more thit most folks don’t know. . . .
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The History

Marine Barracks, Washington, D.C..
was established in March 1801, when
President Thomas Jefferson and then-
Commandant Licutenant Colonel
William Burrows sét outl 0n horse-
buck. searching for a suitable place
ta build & barracks lor the Marines.
A site near the Washington Navy
Yard and within easy marching dis-
tance of the Capitol was selected.
The barracks would be located in
southeast Wishington. between "G
and “17 Streets, and Sthoand 9th
Streets. The entrance would Face the

main inteesection on the comer ol

Sth and 1"

A few days later. a Washington
newspaper ran a notice offering “a
premium ol 100 dollars to any per-

son who will exhibit the best plan
lor a barracks for Marines, sulficient
to hold 500 men. with their officers:
and a house for the Commandant,”

In 1814, the Brtish attacked the
city, and the Barracks was hit hard
Three sides ol the quadrangle struc-
ture, which were used for ollices.
maintenance Licilities and housing
troops, took a tremendous pound-
ing. However, the fourth side of the
quadmangle—the large brick build-
ing at the north end of the parade
ground—was lell virtually untouch-
ed. The house, built in 1805, was the
home of the Commandant, It has
been the home ol every Comman-
Jdant o date (except for the first two
who held the position before the
house was constructed) and is re-
ported w be the oldest continually

.mﬁﬂ"ﬁ. AND mm-rr} Thess
photos, taken in the early
- 1800s, show two Marines pos-
ing at the front gate, and rifle
practice on tharp:m:lu gl'u'und

{ABWE} A group ni ‘Bth and “|” officers
posed with a.
mandant’s House in 1896. Lt Joseph H.
Fn;;dtmn for whom Camp.

gun in front of the Com-
Pendleton, le

named is at the far right.
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accupied public residence in Wash-
Ingion.

While the Barracks withstocd the
brutal attack. the resulting damage
was severe enough, that by the turn
ol the eentury, major reconstruction
was necessary, The massive project
ook seven years to complete, (The
Barracks, including the Comman-
dant’s house, was designated a Na-
tional Historic Landmark in 1976.)

The Barracks served as Marine
Corps Headguarters until 1901, It
also provided basic training for new
officers and recruits throughout the
h century,

Barracks Marines served in the
War of 1812, Second Seminole War
(1835-42). the Mexican War (1846-
471 Civil War and Spanish-Ameri-
can War (189R),

Perhaps twa ol the best known
battle incidents invalving Barracks
Marines were those that happened
(first) during the Seminole Wi,
when Commandant Archibald Hen-
derson allegedly packed up the Ma-
nnes and headed south. simply leay-
ing a note on his door that read:
‘Have gone 10 Flonda to fight In-
dians. Will be back when the war is
over.” And (second) belore the Civil
War, in I8539 when o detachment of
s6 Biarrncks ‘Marnes, under the
aoverall commind of an Army offi-
cer. Colonel Robert E. Lee. caprursd
abolitionist John Brown at Harpers
Ferry. W, Vi,

Mot battle related. but sharing his-
torical significance, is the fact that
the Barracks is the home of the Unit-
ed States Marine Band. The band
has been at 8th and 17 since 1801,
making it the longest-standing or-
ganization at the Barracks. The
band is also the oldest continuously
active unit in the Coms, Established
by an act of Congress in July 1798,
the Marine Band is also the oldest
musical organization in the country.

The hand moved its headquarters
from Philadelphia to Washington in
1800 when the ULS. governmen| relo-
cated. The band made s White
House debut when President John
Adams and Vice President Thomas
Jefterson requested it to perform ala
MNew Year's celebration: Initially ask-
ed 1o play lor Jelferson's inauguri-
tion, the Marine Band has plaved at
every Presidential inauguration sinee,
Jetferson is credited with giving the
bard its title “The President’s Own.”

The Barracks is also the place
where band  directior John Philip
Sousa wrole many of his immortal
marches. Sousa was recruiled by his
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(ather, o trombonist in the band, fo
Jain the group as o musicion appren-
e 81 fge 13, Sousi remained in the
baird until he wis 20, then returmed
sih years later when he was olfe
the top slot as thee hand’s 17th direc-
torn He held the position from 1550
1o 1592,

Today, the Marine Band leams up
with other 8th snd 717 unis—ilie
Marine [3rum and Bugle Corps: the
Silent Dl Team, the Color Guard
of the Manne Coms and two, com-
panids ol Mumnes—to sccomplish
the Barracks most visible mission:
"prowide Mirnnes  for ceremoninl
lunctions as dirgeted.” And in doing
g, depict the pride. professionalism,
discipline and “espril de corpa™ of
the Ulnited States Manne Cormps

Thiese Marines ore the select few
fabout LION ol and they gie sereen-
¢d fo go 1o Bth and 717} whooir
charged with putting theit best oo
forwurd to represent the Comps: They
dio thas wath encheand ¢very perform:
ANTE.

Ferhaps, the best known ceremo-
ntes are the Evening Parades held ot
the Barracks and the Sunser Parades
at the Marine Cormps War Memorial
(Two Jima stamae), Performances. by
the Marne Comps Battle Color De
tachment (made up of the Silent
Pl Team, Drum and Bugle Corps
sind Color Guard) are also very pop-
ulir Flowever, other ceremonics not
as promisent in the public eye Bar ol
sgual impurtiance are olficial Whire
Howse lunctions, ceremonics of Stote
Armed Forces Full Honoes Arrivals
and Deparures (for Heads ol Stie
and other visiting dignitaries; join
services evenis, such as street pu-
racles: militry funerils, and wreath-
Toving ceremonies it Arlington MNa-
fional Cemetery

Ceremonial support % the  Bare
racks” most glamonos mission, but
{tis not the only one. Sth and 717is
wlso responsthle for providing a light
infantey Battilion for aperations s
directed, special secunty Tor the
President, and supplying an o
menintion force (or contingency mis-
gigns af the White Hoose and Ciapi-
1ol

Baarrnoks Mannes may also be tisk-
el with fest contrsl in Washineton, o
mssinn that wis Hrst established in
the 1800k and lus continued: throogh-
put the decadies, most nitithly durng
the tate 60s wid early 708 whien widle-
spreid mdting brake oulin 134

Marines from, Sth dnd: 717 also
provide security for Camp Duviid
{the presidential retrean) nnd other
CEATRERRETE = PR TR

(ABOVE] Barechs Marines formed the 2d Civil Disturbancs Aeginisnt when -
ots broke out in 0.0, and am sbown here ereiting a protective wisikwioy in 1971
for armeated’ damonstmtors. {BELOW) Barmcks' Marines recejved ot contrel
traaning during civil disturbance exercinos hald at Quontico's Combat Towt,

Phyois by Cal L D Moore

specin] security detmids. Fhere are
plso pwo programs where Marines
e wssivned 10 the White House Tar
specinl dutied. The first is the White
House NCO (noncommissioned ol
ficer) Program, (These are the Ma-
fnes sametimes seep on TV apéning
the White Hause doors or gssisling
the President or First Lady) The soc-
onid s the Whie House Social Aade
Program' in wihich ollicers strve s
escorts af official functions held
the White House

Anoitherof the Barracks: responsi-
Bilities is 1o provide maintennnge for
the “hallowed grounds™ of the Corps’
oldest post . which is no casy tosk,
evpecinlly during pomde season Such
A seemingly insignilicant nesponsi-
bility 15 actually very imporian! in
seenmphishing the Barracks cere-
monial mission

For example. one of the frequently
used terms atsth and 17 s Tparade
atmosphere” Thousands of specia-
tors: (near]ly FOOL000F attend the Eve-

ning Parades at 1he Barrncks: each
viear What they see-is o perfect per-
formpmee, Part ol that perfection is
an almost subvonscious element ol
beauty in the parade ground ssell L
the Backdeogp For the |".'rl:ll'='||.:||-..;'
wasn't exacdy right, there wouldnt
b the samé aurn surrcunding the
parade, Thus, i i the jobofl the Bar-
ks Girounds Mamtenance  Sec-
lion oset this perfect stiage

Behind The Scenes

On Friday momiangs ot 5 o'clock,
Grounds Mainenance Mannes stin
preparing for thal evening’s per-
formance (which, by the way, doesn
sigreuntl B45 poml) Thiey setup and
tear down ol the ground equipment
(except walkwiys) twiee—nnoe  log
thie refearsals and again lor the e
il performance. The  equipmenl
can’l remain sei up throughout the
lay or §1 will ruin the meticulosly
kepr Kentueky Bluegriss
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MARINE
BARRACKS

ESTAELISHED 101 |
PARADE TODAY

B:45 P.M.

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC

Evan though Friday Evening Parades
start at 8:45 p.m.. Barracks Marines
begin preparations at 5 a.m. This in-
cludes satting up bloachers, then
cleaning them by hand, laying down
wooden walkways, polishing brass
railings, painting curbs and washing
down the streets. For every Marine
who marches in the-parade, thers is
anothor Marine "backstage™ halping
the show to go on.

Setting up the equipment involves
tayine three dozen %by-5-loon ply-
wood boards in front of the bleach-
ers ol throughout the parade deck
Ly create walkwiavs, These are then
covered with black mats, anchored
down' 5o they won't slip off the
boards.

For the evening performance, ad-
ditionul bleschers ard selup (o
seating for 400}, and all ure hand
wits ed with pasper towels and cletn-
er. The muts are washed down, side-
witlks serubbid, curbs paimted, and
the street s wished down with high
Pressue, Nises

Alter the rehearsals in the mor-
ing. the rest of the day is spent “man-
cunng” the proonds. The prass i3
cut g & diagonal 1o make iU appedr
longer and wider (1 i kept at the
regulation ¥ inches high.) The side
wilks are edged and weeds pulled
The ouk, maple and hemlock trees
that siurround the parade ground hre
pruncd o precision. Every bush s
tmmmned Woen ST

All of this 1s done (often in 100-de-
gree hent and humidity <o thick vou
can cul it with a knife) 1w create the
“parade gtmosphere”—the perfect
backdrop for the performance. And
whin irs over, Usinlly between 10:30
and 11 pm., evervthing is wm down,
which takes another fdw hours, The
next morning a7 o'clock sham
Crrounds Maintenance is back oul
there, cleaning and picking up pro-
grams amd trash left behind,

The paride itself is u highly or-
chestrated, carefully chorengraphed
proxloction—the ultmate in show-
manship. Forexample, the timing of
lighting sequences is a8 complicated
as the timing of parsde sequences.
Having the right light, in the right
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plisce, at the right time is erbcal 1o
creating the proper pirade atmos-
phire

The Friday Evening Parade, which
miade s debut i 1934, has evolved
over the years and has been modi-
fled. modernized and refined 1o its
present state, which has been re-
ferfed to us the best military per-
formance ol s kind in'the country
and possibly even the world

o give you an ided of how seri-
ously these Mannes take their per-
formance, consider the following
All Marines ([rom private to field
grade officer) who are afliliated in
some wuy with the paride (from per-
formers 1o parking lot atfendanis)
wear the ceremonial blue/white um-
form. Most of the Marines, particu-
larly the marchers, are known 1o don
their dress in a unigue “rtual™ com-
mon only o the Barmacks Murines.

Imigine this Their socks and
shoes go on fise (the shoes have met-
il cleats on the heel and toe 1o en-
hance the sound of marching), fol-
lweed by the immaculately pressed
white polv/cotton trousers, (The Bar-
racks has mwo press shops which

(ABOVE) Magnotometars nre sat up
at the sntrances to detect metal.
[RIGHT) Creating the parfect “pa-
rade atmosphere” bagins with set-
ting the "'staga”—the parade ground,
For axample, the lawn is mowed on &8
diegonal to make it appear longer.
Any mower tracks left on the side-
walks are promptly serubbed off.
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press about 1,50 unilorms per week. )
The arder of dress is such (shoes he-
fore trousers) so than the Marines
don’t huve o bend over. In fner, they

cannor bend over, or si down, until

the paride i8'0ver, 1o prevent wrinkl-
g their trousers: And some of them
are on thelr feet lor eight hours!

Next ¢omes the T=shirt, which is
secured to the trousers by wrapping
masking mpe around the waist This
keeps the shirt and trousers ogether
and, &1 the same time, keeps the hem
of the trousers at the correct heighi
by eliminating sagging. Some Ma-
rines ¢laim this "bandage of tape”
provides additional support for the
back, which is probably a good idea
considering the length of time they
have 1o standl.

The dress blue jacket (known as o
“Plouse” in Manne terminology) lol-
lewwes e, of course, 15 hnt=free from
a good going over with more mask-
ing tape. The white barrpcks hat is
placed on the head, completing the
ceremonial dress,

Marchers carry the Crarand M-1
rifle—with wooden stock, metal butt
plate and chromed bavonet which
reflect the lights: The M-1 i -heavier
than the standard M-I6 rifle used
throughout the Corps and is & much
better plece for drill,

Because a picture’s worth @ thou-
sand words. there's one thing you
won | find in the pictiure=perfect per-
formunce at 8th and “1T"—glasses

Marching Marines (excluding bands-
men} cannol wear eveglasses during
parades and; therefore, are issued
contact lenses

What about the Marines the pub-
lic doesn’t see, the anes behind the
scencs? These “unsung: heroes™ de-
serve their own round of applause,
Fhe part they play in making thas
production a reality is almiost ds im-
pressive @5 the parade Ttself.

Consider this. For every march-
ing Marine, there is ot least one sup-
pon Marine "backstage” helping the
show ta goon. These men and wom-
en work their mormal job. then se-
cure in the sfternoon on the davs of
the parade, to assume addinonal
responsibilities. They become park-
ing ot attendants, traflic directors,
escorts. hosts and hostesscs (every
non-marching Manne attends “host-
g elasses o learn how to properly
grect und escort puests), and lighting
and audo-visunl echmicins

Barracks personnel also serve as
security guards at the gates, operat-
ing the magnotometers which detecl
metal, and as bus drivers (molorT
provides transportation from  the
parking arcas at the Navy Yard)

Marines also print up the parade
progrioms, stulling them into bro-
chures and passing them out ar the
parades. (Interestingly, the brochures
[or the Evening Parades are stufled
by the Marine Color Guard Section,
wihile those for the Sunset Parade
are stufled by the Body Bearers Sec-
1oL )

Even the cooks al the messhall do
their part to create the “parade at-
mosphere.” Every Friday, they serve
an appetizing dinner ol steamship
round (carved right there on the
serving line), and every table has a
tahlecloth, candles and centerpiece
Families are invited 1o Friday's can-
dlelight dinner

[ABOVE) The Barracks has two press
shops that press about 7,500 uni-
forms par waelk.
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Two very unusiial responsibilities
are those ol LJ':=|._' handler {wilks the
mnscot) and time orderky (strikes the
ship’s bell), These ane sdditions)
duties, like hosts nnd edeorts. Bul
unlike: the others, Mornes have 1o
trv out for the positions, Hopelul
dog handlers and time orderlies sre
imstructed by the Marines who pre-
viously held the posinons Competi-
thons are hehld, dnd those auditioning
are judged on such things as shamp-
ness of movement, recovery fmom-er-
ror, et Two Mannes (One as an al-
termate ) are picked foreach position

Exery posttion on the parnde stafl
fequires a try-out. The parade stafl
comminder: lanking olficer, purde
adjutint and wo flanking SNCOs
must wudition dnd compete or theéir
positions. Special classes are held 10
ifiin the prospective. Mannes [or
these ceremiomial slos

Coremonial deill sehaol is also pe-

Dn_ Fridays, non-marching Ma-
rinas. parform their regular du-
tias during the day, then in the
alternoon assume additionsl ro-
sponsibilities as parking lot at-
tendonts; traffic directors, as-
corts, hosts and hostessos

quired for sl incoming officers wndl
stall noncommissioned officess

e marching Marines dre seree-
el ot the School of Infaniry belore
heing selected for duty an #th and
ST Once they got there, they aiend
specialized coremaoniil lnnning which
tums: practice into perfection. . 4
tradomark’ thess performing  Ma-
rines have become famous fol

Ceremanial Vs, Military Training

Menrly  HHLO spectlors: each
year view performances by Sthand
[ Murines, Thus, ceremonial (riin-
ing must receive high prigoty, How-
ever, bedause the Mainnes are also
tsked with infentry. missions, spe-
cil security missions and contin-
HENCY missions, it @5 essential for
them o maintain miditary skills

Barmicks Muannes do, mdeed, get
field training and they get i@
Iy. They receive civil disturd
(rnning, Essential Subjecis Iraining
(ESTYE nille and pistol yualification
ind gas chamber training In nddi-
tiom, they conduct feld truinime ex-
erdises ol Quantico, Va., Fort A, P
Hill. ¥a., und Camp Lejeune, N.C
whire they ron the staming, cirguit
confidence and  redction, coupes
and hold comnditioning  marches
Weapons firing and smadl unit me-
ncs are included

TWhen “A" and B Company M-
rines [irst ger hene, they receive im-
miecliiile and intense ceremanial train-
g for three weeks, Then they train
as infantiymen, in individual, fire
tewny, squad and plaoon totics.” ex-
plamed Colonel Peler Pace, com-
manding officer- of the Buarracks
“Thiey arrive here in the Seplember-
Octnber timie-frame. and By March-
April, they hiave heen through all the
tactics up o plawon. Even during
i 2 seusen, which starts in My
they set sustainment tralning seversl
[imes & maonth

"The training time in summer is
precious,” Pace continued. “Tues-
dovs wnd Frdaysure parmdes, Mon-
day is admin day. That leaves only
Weilnesday nnd Thursdsy, and that's
omly il ceremoniil commitments -
low. Only one company goes lor
field Training ar 4 Hme—they
life—bhecande one company his 16
remain f0 take care ‘of Rarmcks!
commitments, This continues through
Seplember, unti panide Acasom s
over, Bul in October, the entire bai-
talion {Barracks) poes to the field for
aboul twe weeks.”
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Col Pave emphasized the impo:s
tunce ol madntaininge feld traiming
even while (no, epecially while) the
Marnnes ire
Fleet Murine Force in downtown
[0, “Each Murine will go through
two complete yenrly traming cycles:
Therelore, he will be fully capableal
a4 cifle company

I'm very whale
(rabing evele,” hie Contimued, T el-
lws ws o (wlfill our ceremonial
commitments. while #t the sime
time is preparing edch of our M-
rines 1o dervie ina rifle squad in com-
bat—the misston of every Munng
that of a hosic rilleman”

Maintaining a balanced 1maining
profgrom. 1% imponanl i gocom-
plishing: the muilitede of missions
issipned 1o the Barrocks, Muoanmnes
mist trmin and practice continually
fes achieve, profciency in bath their
military

Ceremonial training is conducted
throughoor the year However, fhe
fempo picks up tn January i poepi-
ralion for the new year and new pi-
e ehson, Marching Marines con-
duet squad-Tevel drill, while officers

stationed G om the

proud of our

| ceremonial skills.
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(ABOVE) Barrncks Ma-
rines
weapons  ofter  fiald
training at Quantico,
Ve, [RIGHT) Prowiding
oeramonial suppor is
an bmporteant mission
of the Barracks. . but
i is not the anly ons
{LEFT) Col Pater Pacs,
tha Barmcks'
manding officer, bx-
plained that tha pri-
mary
provide-a light infan-
try batmmlion for opar-
ntiona as directaed

cleaned  thair

ST

mission is to

ind SNCOs receive ceremonial drill
relreshor collres

InFd
sl positions are hold. Mennwhild
the ceremomial nfle compamies be-
in platoon-level deill. Also in Feb-
mary, the Silent Drill Team and
Brrum and Bogle Corpi leave Lo
thetr anmual three-week trining frip
o Corpis, Christi, Texas, When
that's completed, they conduct théir
annial West Coast 1oz, which in
chudes the major Monme bases I'he
tower Tasts three weeks, and al its con-
chagicon, the two unils refuem 1o the
Barmicks amed resumie the ceremdnial
tratning schedule with the othe
muarching groups. A sinmulin i
Corinst our tukes place in Seplembes

In March, progressive company-
level dnll s in lall swing By April
parnde fever™ sweeps thradgh the
Barrneks, and the porade prictice
rosstine Begins o quicken. Bastalion
(Barrucks) level drill takes ploce
anel for the first hme in the new sea-
s, the two companies conduct
joint practice sessions: By mid-April,
Phise [ nnd 11 relieamsals begin

Phase T i5 nn abhrevigied version

ey, try-outs: for pamde

ol the Evening- Parzde, concentral-
ing on the pacide seguences thot in
'\.lll'rl. MANCUYCT> |||'||! excocutions ol
the Monnes in parmde lormations
Phase 11 rehearsal 15 a complete
practice of the entire parade, The re-
heprsals are comdicted af first dur-
ing-the day, then ot might under the
lights

As Apcil draws 10w close, the fimst
hitime Phase 11 rehearsal 15 con
in full ceremaonial diess—the
Bluewhites ol the: marchers and
rediwhites of the Dmm and Bugle
Corps and Manne Band, Miy marks
the “renl thing
licially. bégins

ik ] ;'i‘.lil-’.ll.' LOELTRTV R

(Fart 11.0f “Merine Burrooks; Freth-
L FRET T el cokniifateee wexd il
f Friday Evening and Tudsdiy
ol T ke M Miarines of
AT R Comipy the - Silent
Bl Teon and Marine Carps Coloy
Crangaried |
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